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CHRISTIANITY, A FRACTICAL PRINCIPLE. 


Concluded from page o4., 


Every individual should bear 
<y mind, that he is sent ito this 
world to acta part im it. And 
though one may have a more 
splendid, and another a mere ob- 
scure part assigned him, yet the 
actor of each is equally, is awful- 
ly accountable. ‘Though God is 
not a hard, he is an exact Master. 
His service, though not a severe, 
is a reasonable service. He ac- 
curately proportions his requisi- 
tions to his gifts. If ‘he does not 
expect that one talent should be 
ms productive as five, yet toeven 
a single talent a proportionable 
responsibility is annexed. 

What an example of disinterest- 
-ed goodnessand unbounded kind- 
ness, have we in our heavenly fa- 
ther; who is merciful over all his 
works, who distributes common 
blessings without distinction, who 
‘bestowsthenecessary refreshments 
of life, the shining sun and the re- 
ireshing shower, without waiting, 
as we are apt to do, for personal 
merit, or attachment or grati- 
tude; who does not look out for 
desert, but want as a qualifica- 
tion for his favours; who does 
net afflict willingly, who delights 
in the happiness, and desires the 
salvation of all his children, who 
dispenses his daily munificence 
and bears with our daily offences; 


? 


who in return for our violatif® 
of his laws, supplies our necessi-« 
ties, who ‘waits patiently for our 
repentance, and even solicits‘us 
to have mercy on our own souls 

What a model for our humble 
imitation, is that divine persoz 
who was clotked with our hn. 
manity ; who dwelt among us, 


that the pattern being broughe 


near, might be rendered more 
engaging, the eonformity be 
made more practicable ; whose 
whole life was one unbroken se~ 
ries of universal charity 5 who in 
his complicated ‘bounties, never 
forgot that man is*compounded 
both of soul and body ; who af: 
ier teaching the multitude, fed 
them ; who repulsed none for 
being ignorant; was impatient 
with none for being dull; despi- 
sed none for being contemned by 
the world; rejected none for bes 
ing simmers; who encouraged. 
those whose importunity others 
censured; who in healing sick- 
nesses converted souls, who pave 
bread and forgave injuries ! 
There cannot be a more stri- 
king instance, how emphatically 
every doctrine of the Gaspel has 
a reference to practical goodness, 
than is exhibited by St. Paul, in 
that magnificent picture of the 
Resurrection, in his Epistle to tha 
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Corinthians, which isso often 
happily selected, for the con- 
solation of survivors at the hast 
closing scene of mortality. Af- 
ter an inference as triumphant, 
as it is logical, ihat because 
“Christ has risen, we shall rise al- 
so,” after the most philosophical 
illustranion of theraasing of the 
body fro:* the dust, by the pro- 
cess of grain sown in the earth 
and sprmging up into a new 
mode of existence; after descri- 
bing the subjugation of all things 
to the Redeemer, and his laying 
down the mediatofial Kingdom ; 
after sketching with a seraph’s 
percil, the relative glories of the 
celestial and terrestrial bodies ; 
after exhausting the grandest im- 
aves of created nature, and the 
dissolution of nature itself ; after 
such a display of the solemnities 
of the great day, as makes this 
world, and all its concerns shrink 
into nothing ; In such a moment, 
when, if ever, the rapt spirit 
might be supposed too highly 
rought for precept and admoni- 
tion—the apostle wound up, as 
he was, by tne energies of inspi- 
ration, to the immediate view of 
the glorified state—the last trum. 
pet sounding—the change from 
mortal to immortality effected 
in a twinkling of an eye—the 
sting of death drawn out—victo- 
ry snatched from the grave-- 
then by a turn, as surpiising as 
it is beautiful, he draws a con- 
clusion as unexpectedly practical 
as his premises were grand and 
awtu] :—“ Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in th 
work of the Lord.” Then at 
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once, by another quick transi. 
tion, resorting frem the daty to 
the reward, and winding up the 
whole with an argument as pow. 
erful, as his rhetoric had been 
sublime, he adds—*“forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord.” 





N. ¥. WESTERN CONFERENCE ANB 
GENERAL MEETING. 

THE N.Y. Western Confer. 
ence, met agreeably to previous 
appointment, at South Lima, 
June 25, [S24 

1. Chose O. E. Morrill, Chief 
Speaker. 

2. -Chose A. Crocker, Clerk 
for the present year. 

Among the many things that 
were passed into resolution, the 
following we judge highly im- 
portant to Our prosperity as a 
Christian connexion in this coun. 
try. 

Virst, for the better organizae 
tion of our Conference, it was 
thought adviseable, that every 
church within its limits, should 
send o1e or more members to set 
with us in Conference ; to fur. 
nish us with information in res 
spect to their situation, that we 
might be the better prepared to 
give advice, and grant help, mm 
case of need. 

Likewise the establishment of a 
fund for the support of an evan- 
gelizing ministry, was recome 
mended, and means prescribed 
for carrying the resolution into 
effect, by the appointment of a 
Treasurer in the centre of the 
Conference ; and stewards situam 
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odin different sections of it,whose 
duty it shall be to receive all mon- 
ies collected from the different 
churches, and pay them over to 
the Treasurer, and make re- 
turns to the committee once a 
year. 

The organization of a periodi- 
cal work was likewise recom. 
mended ; the profits arising from 
which, if carried into effect, should 
be appropriated to said fund that 
the connection in commen might 
be sharers iw the benefits. 

The business of Conference, 
was done in a pleasing and inter- 
esting manner. Great harmony 
prevailed during the time of sit- 
ting, while every brother seemed 
to act with an eye’singleto God's 
glory, and the good of his cause. 
At the close, Elder Reuben Far- 
ley delivered a short but pathet- 
ic and solemn addr-ss, which was 
a word in season. 

Publick worship commenced 
10 o’clock, Saturday morning. 

After praver by Elder David 
Millard, Elder Philip Sanford de- 
livered a diseourse from I Sam. 
xii. 24, “For consider how great 
things He hath done for us.”— 


He first noticed what God had 


done for Israel. Second, wnat 
he kad done for us. This dis. 
course was seasonable, and well 
calculated to warm our affections 
und ratse our hearts in gratitude 
to that God whom we had just 
assembled to worship. 
afternoon, Elder Benjamin Far- 
ley, delivered a discourse from 
Mati. xxiv. 14,  'Fhis gospel 
or the kingdom shall be preach- 
ed unto all the werld, for 
& witness unto all nations, &ec.’? 
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In this discourse the King in his 
beauty was describe, the glory 
of his kingdom ie sclared, the 
treasure of the gospel unfolded, 
and our minds cited to'the proni- 
ised glory of the latter day, when 
all nations shall hear the sound 
of salvation. It was followed by 
a number of lively exhortations, 
which made the place joyful till 
the meting. closed ;: and breth- 
ren met for prayer Meetings in 
different neighbourhoods at 6 
o’clock, 

Sunday morning, tlie people 
tlocked together in great crowds 
to hear the word. Elder Joseph 
Bailey,delivered the first discourse 
from’ Heb, xt 16: But now 
they desire a better country, that 
is a heavenly ¢ wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their 


God, for he hath prepared for- 


therm. a city.” In this discourse, 
the numerous evilstowhichG7d’s 
dear children are exposed, the 
dificulties and dangers they have 
to encounter, and the afilictions 
they suffer, were e brought to view, 
and presented as a just cause of 
their desiring a. better country 
than this, * that is a heavenly.’ 
The cities-of this world, with ali 
their diminished splendour and 
boasted wealth, when contrasted 
with: the city of our God in heav- 
en, appeared’ mean in the view ot 
the saints,and scarcely worth pos; 
sessing. 

The next discourse was deliy- 
ered by A. Crocker, from John 
i. 16, 6 For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” Ot 
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which I have nothing more to 
say, than, if it was instrumental 
in any good, let God be thanked. 
About one hour was then taken 
"ap in spiritual exhortations, from 
the stand, and every part of the 
congregation, so that many wit- 
nessed that the place was ‘ none 
other than the house of God and 
the gate of heaven.” 

In the afternoon, Elder O. E. 
Morrill, delivered a discourse 
from Eph. i.13. In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, in whom also af- 
ter that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy spirit of 
promise.” ‘The discourse founds 
ed on the text, pointed out the 
saithful hearers of the word, it 
discovered the glory and excel- 
Yency of truth, the shame and 
Gisgrace of falsehood ; it brought 
to view a rich and extensive va- 
riety of: those good. things con- 
tained in the gospel, and- sure it 
was the “power of God unto 
salvation.” He spoke of the 
saints being sealed in Christ, with 
the holy spirit of God’s promise, 
and cited eur minds to the exam- 
ple of patriarchs and prophets, 


~ who trusted in God, to apostles 


and primitive christians who 
trusted in Christ, and: obtained 
deliverance from pits. and from. 
dungeons, from the pestilence 


' and sword, from the hkon’s mouth 
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and devouring fire: He then ex. 
horted the saints to be steadfast, 
putting their trust in Cirist, whe 
would carry them through be. 
yond the reach of trials, and give 
them a place in heaven. 

Elder Elijah Shaw, preached 
the ordination sermon of brother 
Samuel Silsby, from 2 Cor. iii. 6. 
«©; Who also hath made us able 
mristers of the New Testament, 
not of the letter, but of the spir- 
it; for the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life.” As time was 
far spent, his discourse was short 


but to the purpose, and abound. - 


ed with useful information, espe. 
cially. to the preachers, to whom 
he-gave-a.solemn charge. Many 


who were present at this mect- |~ 


ing, acknowledged it to be one 
of the most happy and interesting 
seasons of worsHfip they ever be. 
fore witnessed. My dear breth- 
ren, let our united prayers and 
exertions be against the power of 
darkness, and fer the spread of 
gospel light and liberty, until sin 
and iniquity shall ceasetoabound, 
until superstition, religious bigot- 
ry and ignorance, shal! be swept 
away by the light of the gospel, 
when the boasted glory of tem- 
ples erected for the worship of 
idol gods shall be bro’t to nought 
in view of all the world, and 
God’s glory cover the-earth as it 
does tlie heavens. 
Avxuen Crocker, Scribe. 


———e 
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THE members composing the 
General Annual U. S. Christian 
Gonference, agreeably to previ- 





"th U. S. General. Annual Christian Conference. 


ous appointment assembled 2: 
Beekman, Dutchess county, ‘ht 
¢a day of Sept. 1824, 
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After singing and prayer, the 


€ conicrence wasorganize d. 


}. Chese John Spore, jr. 


Chief Speaker. 
9. Chose John L. Peavey, 
Scrile. 


3. Chose Robert Foster, Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

The members of the Confer- 
ence were as follows. 

Mark Fernald, Robert Foster, 
Simon Clough, Harvey Sullings, 
George W. Kilton, Levi Hatha- 
way, John P. Teats, Asa Atlen, 
Elijah Shaw, Joseph Badger, Eb- 
enezet Robinson, John Spore, 
John L. Peavey, Edward H. Pea. 
veyy lacob Capron, David Fora, 
William Cummings, Lecnard 5S. 
Rexfor d, Jubez King, Jesse 
Phompson, Stephen G. Champ- 
Jain 

4. Agrecd that Robert Foster, 
should publish a HYMN BOOK, 
that should contain the Hymns 
formerly publi: ate in Smith & 
Jones’ and that he should make 
such additions a amendments 
as may be met, proper, and 
we agree to use our influence 22 
the citadel Lion of said Liymn 
Rook. 

5, Although we believe 
in the ordinances of the gospel, 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, yeb 
It is expedient to receive into 
membership of the churche:,those 
that give evidence of piety, who 
conscientiously reject them, fre- 
vided, that they make no objec- 
tion to their being observed in 
the church, yet think it duty for 
preachers to use their endeav- 
Ours to convince such of their du- 
ty, 2nd admonish them to the 
performance thereof. 
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ern Conference, and do appre 
bate thena in establishing a fun. 
for the benefit of the travelling 
preachers ; we also approbat: 

them in a contemplated periodi- 
cal publication to subserve the 
above pitrpase. 

7. Whereas the Western Con- 
ference in the state of N. ¥. lrive 
thought poe to appoint Eider 
Joseph Badger, as an Evangelist 
to visit the southern states, to ob- 
tain a history of our brethren 
there, and to open a correspon- 
dence between them and the 
brethren cf the northern and mid - 
dle states; we approve of their 
procecdings, and agree to give 
Elder Badger a@ letter of com. 
mendation to the brethren in the 
south, 

8 Agreed, that brothers Rev- 
ben Potter, jr. and Robert Foster, 
be a corresponding Commitiee 
with the Corresponding Secreta- 


ry of the General Baptists oi 
England. 


9. Agreed, that we present 
to bro ner Repben Potter, jr. the 
thanks of this @onference, for 
the honourable part he has tak. 
en and judicieusly performed, in 
opening a correspondence with 
the General Baptists in England ; 
and that he publish the letter 
that he wrote to Mr. Smallfield, 

10. Agreed to recommend to 
the local Conferences in the U.S. 
to organize funds among them. 
selves for the support of an evan. 
gelizing ministry. 

}t. Agreed, to adjourn for 


two years, unless N's (ound ex-. 


pedient te meet sooner, when the 
we 
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» Look into considerat ion the 
proceedings of the N. Y. West-. 


—— 
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Conference may be called togeth- 


er by the consultation and ree. 


quest of two state Conferences, 
and giving information of. ther 
acquest to the Cerresponding Sec- 
retary, who will give suitable uo- 


tice of the ume and place, three: 


months previous to said iime. 


N. B. The kindness of the 
friends and brethren in the vicin- 
ity of the meeting, especi: ally of 
brother Flanders, where the Con- 
ference was held, will receive et 
grateful ac anpwvemg ments of ti 
Conference, and the chu: ches. 


The following i is a-circular let. 
ter from the Conference. 


CIRCULAR. 


To the saints scattered abroad 
GREETING. 
THE Elders and bret hren 
convened:in General Conference 
at Beekman, Dutchess Countr, 
N. Y. Sept. 2d: and 3d, 1824, 


with great pleasure unite in con. 


gratulating their christian friends. 


scattered abroad and the church. 
es with which they stand con. 
nected, ia the: general’ success 
which has attended the precious 
cause in which we feel our souls 
enlisted, and in which our. best 
interest centres. The last year 
has truly been a.time of refiesh- 
ing from the presence of the 
Lord to many of the churches 
whose numbers have been greite 
ly increased, and the souls of the 
disciples have become more and 


more confirmed in the cause-of 
christian Iiberty. And’ pure ree. 


jigion seems to be shedding its 
divine dew on the tender 
ef:Zion, which causes. the hearts 
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of God’s children to become like: 
the pot of incense which sendeth: 
forth sweet odours to God. — Al. 
sO in Many parts of the connec. 
tion new. churches have been 
planted and appear to be. inw 
of prosperity 3. may the 
word enlarge the borders of Zi. 
on, and hasten the time when his. 
heavenly lite giving knowledge 
shali cover the earth, and all 
shall cal! him biessed. 

We recommend to our breth-. 
ren to m.intain practical piety, 
and spiritual devotions. Our 
lives and conversation must 
evince the virtue of the religion 
We proiess. If the cause we have 
espoused is good, and our theory. 
just, let its goodness and rectt« 
tude shine conspicuous in our. 
lives. Also, we must remember 
that God is a spirit, and, that 
worship only which is spiritual 
is acceptableto him. That preacli- 
ing which is humble and spiritu- 
al ts sanctioned by Godand at- 
tended wiih power.to the hearts 
of the hearers, it leads the sinner 
to cry, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,’ and stimulates the saints 
to sing * Glory to God in the high-. 
est,” while a cold, formal, spiritless 
ministry, brings death upon the 
congregation, and in many cases 
isacurse instead of a blessing. 
And not only the ministry should 
be spiritual, but all our devotions, 
ladaurs, exhortations, reproof, prays 
ers and singing, should be under 
the direction of the holy spirit— 
Thus “to be spiritually minded, 1 
life and peace,’ and “if any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is 


Oh! may God’s 


Stitfe 


spirit cleanse us, cement us, animale 
and pr-pare us for a PURE Wer-. 
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ship here, and for immortality in 
a better world. 

We also view it of the first im- 
portance for the several local 
Conferences to use every Jauda- 
ble exertion to establish a fund 
for the support and organization 
of an evangelizing ministry — 
And we. are happy to learn that 
some of, the Conferences have al. 
ready engaged in this gioricus 
work, They have our most 
hearty approvation, and fervent 
prayers, that God’s blessing-may 
attend, them, for we are sensible 
a.travelling ministry is Life to 
preachers, and hfe to churches.— 
We wish the brethren to consider 
that there are many gifts by the 
same spirit. All. have not the 

ifts to travel, neither is it the 
duty of all to travel. Let every 
one consult his own gift, and ask 
wisdom of God: But let none 
have your approbation until they 
give evidence of being useful as 
evangelists. And while we re- 
eommend’to our brethren to or- 
ganize a system of regularity and 
economy, for the evangelizing 
ministers, we would caution you 
against confining them ty narrow 
circuits, or limiting and. embar- 
rassing such as are called to go 
into all the. world and preach the 
gospel to every creatures. We 
earnestly recommend to all the 
Conferences, to take this subject 


into a serious and prayerful co. 


sideration. 

We are highly pleased with the 
exertion of the western Confer 
ence in the state of N. Y_ to bring 
about a correspondence and a 
more perfect acquaintance with 
our brethren in the southern 































states, this we think may cone 
tribute much to happiness and 


strength. We highly approve of | 


their appointment of Erprr Jo- 
sep4H Bapcer as their messenger 
to visit the south for the above 
purpose. He has our fullest 
confidence, ard our prayers shal). 
attend him in the arduous work 
which he has so cheerfully volun- 
teered to undertake. And we 
hope he will be received by: our 
brethren in the south, as a messen- 
ger of Christ ; and be enabled by: 
God’s grace, to commend him. 
self to every man’s conscience ia. 
the sight of God. 

And we-are not only cheered’ 
with good news from every part 
of Zion in America, where the 
church smiles under the fostering 
hand of. her God, and under a 
government which places all sects 
of, christians upon a level, and 
guarantees to every man the 
liberty of tender conscicnce; but 
we hear with pleasure, yea we 
listen to the sound as sweet as 
angels’ notes, which is borne by 


the gentle breeze across the wide - 


Atlantic from our bretbren in a 
distant land, which brings the ol- 


ive branch of peace and ‘friend. . 


ship to us from a sect in our 
mother country, where long the 
arts have flourished, and which: 
lias been the nursery of almost 
every sect. We grcet our breth- 
ren the GeneraL Baptists in 
England with plersure. The 
correspondence introduced bee 
tween Mr. Potter and Mr. Small... 
field, has thus far been very interes 
esting, aad has imparted pleasure 
to thousands in this happy land; 
@ad we. are. anxious it should :be. 
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eontinued, fer which purpose we 
have appointed our well beloved 
brethren, Reuben Potter,. and 
Xobert Foster, a Corresponding 
Committee to correspond with 
our brethrer in Engiand ; and we 
are in hopes yet to open a cor- 
respondence by messeagers,which 
will be still more interesting and 
satisfactory. 
Signed in be ine if of the Conference. 


J, L. Peavey, Scribe. 


Gznerat Mersrine. 


Arrer the Conference, the E}- 
ders and brethren met the peo- 
ple on Saturday, 10 o "clock, A. 
M. who had colleoted for a Gen- 
eral Meeting, at the new Mect- 
ing-house in Beekman. 

The first discourse was deliv- 
ered by Elder Jabez King.— 
This was the first. discourse ever 
delivered in this Meeting-house. 
Tle took for his text the 27th 
verse, of the 8th chap. 
Kings—. 

“ But will God indeed dwell on 
the carth ? behold the heaven and 
heaven of heavens cannot conizin 
thee, how much less this house which 
I have builded.” 

P.M. Sermon by brother 
Harvey Sullings, from Acts 
xxiv. 25. ‘* And as he reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance and 
Judgment to come, Felix trembled, 
and answered go thy way fir this 
time, when I juve a conventent sea 
son L will call for thee.” 

Meetings were appointed in 
different places in the evening 
and attended with some pros- 
pect of gvod. 


Lord’s day morning the peo- 


Ist of 
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ple assembled near the Meeting. 
house, in a convenient grove, 
where accommodattons were 
prov ded. 

The Ist sermon was delivered 
by Elder Joseph Badger, from 
Micah vi. 8. “ He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good 3 and 
what doth the Lord requtre of thee, 
but to do justly and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?” 

Afterwards a gentleman, came 
to the speaker, with eyes suffused 
with tears, and ad “the word 
has reached my heart.” This 
was without doubt but Express 

the geclings of many. 

er he 9d discourse was deliver 


ed by Elder Simon Clough, from 


Ist Kings xviii. 12. ** But [ thy 
servant fear the Leri from my 
youth.” 

P.M. Sermon by Elder 


Mark Fernald, from Acts xx. 3% 
And noc brethren, IT commend ‘you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified.” 

‘The preaching, through the 
meetings, was well calculated to 
instruct, to comfort and build up 
the faithful; and to awaken and. 
arouse the careless. Exhorta- 
tions were eccasionally and seae 
sonably interspersed. 

At the close of the last dis- 
course, after the preacher had 
gone through, having had occa- 
sion to take a short and compre- 
hensive view of the scriptural 
greund on which the society was 
builded, a gentleman, arose in 
the congregation and observed 
to this amount, * If these are the 
views cf this society it is the one 
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I haye been looking for years 
to find, and wish if there is 
#0 objection, to be received into 
membership.” He being pious, 
and of a good and respectable 
standing in society, was immedi- 
ately received by a unanimous 
vote. Another made a similar 
request and was accordingly re- 
ceived. Want of time prevented 
others from coming forward in 
the same manner. Thus with 
prayer and thanksgiving this in- 
teresting meeting was closed, 
while many hoped for the morn- 
ing that should disclose the last 
general meeting, which shall not 
be marred by the thought of 
parting, or a fear of wearying the 
patience of kind friends, who 
calculate to entertain their 
fiiends from a distan¢e—but 
where all the christian hopes or 
desires shall be realized—where 
the songs of seraphs and saints. 
shall commingle aad swell one 
anthem of praise to him that sit- 
teth upon the throne forever and 
ever. 


N. B. Elde: Fernald; finding 
an effectual door open for preach- 
ing the word of life, concluded 
to make some:tarry in the State. 
He has the prayers of his breth- 
3en in the east, that his way may 
be prosperous. 


at 





To the-Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Dear Brother, —INcuiosED is an 
acknowledgment, signed by El- 
der James Burlingame, in behalf 
of a committee, appointed by the 
Churches ef Coventry, B. I. and 
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Sterling, Conn. si,ned in Oct. 
1823, while in Conference with a 
Committee appointed by the 
Conn. Conference to meet said 
committee for the purpose of 
hearing a request from said 
Churehes. Perhaps it would be 
proper to insert said confession 
in your very useful Herat. 
Windham, Aug. 28, 1824. 
AT’ a Christian Conference 
held at Windham, this day, by 
the Churches belonging to the 
Connecticut district by appoint- 
ment after having a report from 
the Messengers from the differ. 
ent churches, an application was 
made by a church lately organ- 
ted:in Coventry, (R. I.): wnder 
the watch care of Elder James 
Burlingame to be received into 
fellowship with the churches be. 
longing to this Conference. The 
facts in the case, were the follow. 
ing, viz. Some years since there. 
were some things introduced in- 
to the church at Coventry, that 
were a grief to the great body of 


the brethren belonging to the 


Conference ; and to many of the 


members of the said church of 


Coventry. The Conference useJ 
every endeavour to reclaim said 
church, bet found all their en- 
deavours were unavailing. In 
Oct. 1823, a committee was a 

pointed by said church of Covs 
entry, Mm. conjunction with a coms 
mittee from the church at Ster- 
Jing, to meet a committee from. 
the Conference. They met ac- 
cording to appointment, and the 
said committee made the follow- 
mg acknowledgement. At this 
time Elder James Burlingame; 
was labouring as an Eldex in the: 
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church at Coventry, and using 
every endeavour to convince the 
members of the necessity of hav- 
ing these things that were a grief 
to their brethren at large, and to 
some of theirown number. His 
exertions as appeared, were not 
erowned with that success that 
could have been wished ; and in 
a church meeting at Coventry, 
Elder Burlingame proposed to 
those members who had no fel- 
lowship with those things that 
had been so long, and still were 
a grief, to separate theme 
selves from said church at Cov- 
entry, and about forty members 
covenanted together and were 
constituted a church in Coventry, 
(R. 1.) and in the watch care of 
Elder James Burlingame. After 
having the facts stated, the Con- 
ference voted unanimously, to 
receive said churcl: at Coventry 
into fellowship. Voted also that 
they approbate Elder James 
Burlingame, as a preacher in the 
Christian Connexion. The Cen- 
ference then closed its business, 
sittings, and adiourned without 
day. On Saturday, two discours- 
es were delivered in a very sol- 
emn impressive manner ; one by 
Elder Kelton, afternoon by Elder 
Sullings. Sunday morning, El- 
der Mark Fernald, preached to a 
very large, attentive and solemn 
congregation. The word ap- 
peared to be attended with pow- 
er. Inthe afternoon Elder Kel- 
ton preached. The congregation 
were attentive and solemn Many 
wept, apparently in consequence 
of being convinced they weie 
sinners. A few. solemn exhorta- 
tions were delivered, the Lord’s 


vor. ¢ 


supper administered to a happy 
company of brethren, and the 
meeting closed. Many have faith 
to believe that good will result 
from this meeting. — 

Your’s réspectfully. 
Epwakp Lapeer, Standing Scrife. 


Confession from the Commitee above 


alluded to. 


Ata Conference of Commit- 
tees appointed by the Connecti- 
cut Christian Gonference, and the 
churches in Coventry, (R. I.) and 
Sterling, convened at Windham, 
Oct. 24, 1823; for the purpose of 
adjusting a difficulty which had 
previously existed between them, 
which took its rise from the do- 
ings of a Christian Conference 
holden at Hampton, in 1818, in 
which was received and acted up- 
on, 2 labour and trial against El- 
der DB. Farnum. 

The trial on the part of the 
Committee from the Conference, 
against the churches in Coventry 
and Sterling, wasfor approbatisg 
Elder D. Farnum, after they had 
rejected him, and stating it. on 
their church record, and for pube 
lishing the same in a pamphlet. 

TheCommittee from Coventry 
and Sterling, are convinced that 
they have hitherto cherished to- 
ward Elder Farnum, an. undue 
attachment, in consequence of 
which, they have justified him 
farther than. what they now think. 
was commendable.. That in cen- 


sequence of an imperfect under- 
standing respecting the Confer-. 
ence, they have hitherto entertain-- 
ed unfavourable views of it, and 
have recorded and published un- 
favourable and incorrect stafte* 
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ments (though not intentionally, ) 
respecting it and some of its 
members. ; 
Signed in behalf of the Committees 
James BuRLINGAME. 
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GENERAL MEETING AT WOLFBOR- 
OUGH, N. H. 


AGREEABLY to previous ap- 
pointment, a,General Meeting 
was holden in the centre Meet- 
ing-house, i Wolfborough, on 
the 8th and 9th of September.— 
The preachers preseat were, 
William Blaisdell, Joseph Ban- 
held, Davis, Stephen:Piper, 
and John Flanders. 

The first day of the meeting 
Was very rainy, and but few peo- 
ple attended, bet on the second 
tay the coneourse * was large. 
During the meeting, four dis. 
courses were delivered, two on 
each day. The first, was foun- 
ded upon 2 Tim. ii. 15. “Study 
to shew thyself approved of God, a 
qorkman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, righily dividing: the word 
of truth.’ 

The 2d upon Rom. i. 16.—— 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ; for it is the power of 
God unto salvation, to every ane that 
believeth 3 tothe Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.” : 

$d, upon John v. 25. “ Veri- 
ly, verily, I say unto you, the hour 
is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shadl bear the voice of the Son 
of God; and they that hear shall live.” 

4th, upon 1 Sam xii. 28, 24. 
** But I will teach you the good and 
the right way ; only fear the Lord, 
and serve him in truth, with all your 
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heart ; for consider how great things 
he hath dane for you.’ The servige 
es were interspersed with sing- 
ing and spiritual exhortations. 

The meeting was solemn and 
interesting, and we believe good 
will be the result cf the pious la- 
bours. 

JoserH BanriEvp. 
2% 
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GSNERAL MEETING IN ALBION, 
MAINE. 


To the Editor of the Christian [Terald- 


Dear Brother,x—As it falls to 
my lot to give to my Christian 
brethren an account of the Gen- 
eral Meeting that was adjourned 
to comimence in this place, on 
Saturday and Sabbath, the 11th 
and 12th of September inst. The 
Elders and brethren, truly, might 
be said to come together like 
clouds full of rain ; from the east, 
west, north and south ; and it is 
more than my feeble pen can de- 
scribe, the joy that we ielt in our 
hearts for the privilege of meet- 
ing together to worship in God’s 
hély mountain. Our meeting 
opened on Saturday, about one 
o’clock, by singing and invoking 
the presence of Him whose tender 
mercies are over all the works of 
his hands, that we might have his 
holy presence in our midst, that 
the dear saints might be com- 
forted, and that good might be 
done in the worthy name of Je- 
sus. Elder Joseph Merrill then 
arose, and addressed the people 
from Luke i. 33. “ And of the 
increase of his k.ngdom there shall be 
no end.”* 

After. this 


sermon, many 
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arose as witnesses for that *ing- 
dom which is righteousress,peace 
and joy inthe Holy Ghost. In 
the sase place that evening, El- 
der ie Frost delivered a 
powerful weighty discourse from 
1 Peter it. Ll. “Searching what 
or what manner of time, the Spirit of 
‘Christ which was in them did signi- 
Sy, when st testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.” 

The season was most glorious 
to those that felt the glory that 
did follow, and for that glory 
that should hereafter be reveal- 
ed. 

Qn the Sabbath, the people 
flocked feom every direction, and 
a large assembly met to hear the 
word. 

Elder Josiah Bradley spoke to 
the people from Rev. v. 6. while 
many glorious things were 
brought to view, and the children 
of God were «comforted not a 
Title. 

In the afternoon Elder Frost 
spoke again to the people from 
John x11. 35 and 36. 

The people all seemingly sat. 
isfied with the glorious things 
they heard, not only from pr each 
ers, but from many of the breth- 
ren that spoke and praised God. 
Returned home, and to different 
places for refreshment, to meet 
at the same place tn the evening. 
The meeting commenced at ear- 
ly candle light for our last. _ El. 
der Frost, teeling the word went 
forward again, spoke from Isai- 
ah xxvil. 13. and truly the best 
of the wine was kept till the last 
ofthe feast. It was a time of 
the Mediator’s power ; the back. 
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siidden were reclaimed and the 
saints of God were comforted: 
and to all appearance many were 
pricked inthe heart. Then the 
solemn time arrived when we 

must give the parting hand te 
each other, perhaps’ no more 
to meet on earth. The tears 
starting from almost every eye, 
and prayer ascending ‘to God, 
that we might be kept and pre. 
served blameless, until the com- 
ing of our dear Master, when we 
shallbeseperatedno more by lofty 
mountains and limpid streams, 
but surround the throne of God 
and the Lamb forever and eves. 
Oh! that the children of God 
might be faithful, the heralds of 
Christ be like flames of fire pub- 
lishing the glad tidings of salva 
tion, until all shall know the 
Lord ; when he shall reign king 
ef nations as he does king ot 
Saints. 


The brethren from every die 
rection bring glorious news of 
the work and power of God, and 
perhaps such a day was never 
known ia this region. The sound 
of reformatton is heard in every 
direction. This morning I heard 
that yesterday, forty-five were 
added to the Congregational 
church in Vassalborough. All 
denominations seem to share in 
the work, and I can adopt the 
danguage of the poet and say 


Ride on all-conquering king, ride on, 

Thy kingdom come thy will be done, 
Let heave ‘n and earth agree ; 

To sound aloud thy worthy fame, 

¥Till all our souls shall be on flama, 
To rise and reign with thee. 


Samvuet Nutr, Assistant Scrat. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





For the Christian Heraid. 


From Elder Samuel Nutt, te the Ed- 
‘tor, dated, Albion, Sept. 4,1824. 

I nave thought fit to transe 
mit to you, and if you thought 
proper to send it to your nume- 
rous patrons through the chan- 
nel of the Chrestian Herald,a short 
account of the work of God, in 
Monroe, about twenty three miles 
from this place, where 1 now re- 
side. Four weeks-ago, I was on 
my return from a visit at New- 
brunswick province, and calcu- 
lated to have reached. home on 
Saturday night; but it being rainy 
through the day, I reached no 
farther than Monroe on Satur- 
day. The friends requested me 
to have a mee.ing on the Sab- 
bath with them; I accordingly 
accepted the invitation and 


preached twice to a selemn and 
attentive assembly, ready to de- 


part on the morrow. Accord. 
ingly, left them the next day for 
home, with special] requests that 
I should remember them fn pray- 
er to God, and visit them again 
as soon as possible. I returned 
home, having my mind often im- 
pressed with their request, not 
only at the throne of grace, but 
to visit them and preach a free 
gospel among them. About a 
week after my departure fiom 
them, God in a2 marvellous man- 
ner poured outHis holy spirit,and 
lis awakening power seemed to 
rest on the neighbourhood, inso- 
much that many were brought 
from darkness to light, and from 
the power of satan unto God.— 


8 


" occasion. 


They having a desire to be units 
ed together in the fellowship of 
the gospel, and believing that the 
time had ccme that a church 
should be gathered in the name 
of x1m who gave himself for the 
church that he might redeem it 
to God. They thought proper 
to send for me for that purpose, 
and as it was not convenient for 
me to go immediately, I there. 
fore requested the brethren to re« 
turn and make appointments ; 
and accordingly on Friday the 
27th of August, I went to fulfil 
we same. I arrived about 4 
o’clock and found a large cellec- 
tion that had gathered to hear 
the word, Our hearts were re» 
freshed together, while numbers 
spoke of the good things of the 
kingdom. Our meeting closed 
about sunset, to meet the next 
moraing at 9 o’clock, which we 
accordingly did. The mecting 
was opened by prayer to our 
heavenly Father that he would 
vouchsafe his holy presence to 
us while met on this important 
The converts began 
to relate the exercises of their 
minds, and more than thirty gave 
satisfactory evidence that they 
had obtained forgiveness of sins 
through the blood of the Lamb. 
Our meeting closed for intermis- 
sion at half past two, for thirty 
minutes, when we met again.— 
The house was not large enough 
to hold the assembly ; we there. 
fore thought proper to repair to 
the grove as there was a pleas. 
ant situation near at hand; and 
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after the people were seated, I 
proceeded to gather the church in 
gospel order as I understood 
it. When the proposals were 
made, there were thirty-one that 
united heart and hand to watch 
over each other and to build each 
other up in the most holy faith ; 
and after many prayers for an in- 
creasing union, and that God 
would bless this branch of his Ai- 
on and water it with his word, 
we dismissed the assembly to 
neet the next day, it being the 
Sabbath. In the morning a num- 
ber met together in order to pre- 
pare a convenient place in the 
grove for meeting ; and avout 10 
o’clock the people began to as- 
semble together. Atter the 
congregation was seated, I ad- 
dressed the people from... Tim. 
lii, part 15th verse. When 
throrgh, our meeting closed by 
exhortation, and praye.s to our 
heavenly Father, Solemnity 
scemed to rest on every individ- 
ual, and we then repaired to a 
convenient place where [ buried 
eight in baptism, We then re- 
turned again to the grove for 
worship, where I addressed the 
assembly from Rev. ii. part 17th 
verse. And truly the power of 
Him who had the golden girdle 
_Was in our midst. After sermon 
we attended to the ordinance of 
the Lord’s supper, anda hap- 
py company of disciples came 
around their heavenly master’s 
board. Thus our meeting was 
closed by pratse to God for his 
marvellous goodness to the chil- 
dren of men, at the close of the 
day. 
On Monday morning we met 
it seven e’clock, near to a certain 
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water, where I preached from 
Col. itt. 12. he power of God 
truly overshadowed us, and we 
sat together in a heavenly place 
in Christ Jesus. After sermon 
I wert into the water, and bap. 
tized eight more happy converts 
which made the number sixteen ; 
aud two more were added to the 
church, which made in all thirty. 
two. The time came that I 
must give them the parting hand 
inorder to fulfil my engagements. 
Our hearts were swelled with 
grief to think that we must part; 
but when realizing that we soon 
shoull meet to part no more, 
‘where the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary are at 
rest ;’’ we could but rejoice in an- 
ticipation of that blessed state of 
immortality when we should be 
swallowed up in the fulness of 
God, and made like unto Him 
who suffered that we might live. 
Oh! that God would spread the 
knowledge of his truth until the 
whole earth shall be filled with 
his glory. 

I would just remark that the 
instruments that have been blest 
in this glorious work, are two 
private brethren of :espectability 
and talents, viz, Maj. This- 
sel and Esq. Edwards. It broke 
out first in their families, and then 
began to spread all around.— 
The Lord has not only blest them 
m their families in the conversion 
of their children, but their neigh- 
bours ; they have them to unite 
with, in the fellowship of the 
gospel of Chiat. 
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I'l isascommon a thing for grati- 
tude to be forgetful, as for hope to be 
mindénl, 
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ry<y . ° bd }? Sa ys> 
ss This is not thy rest, it is polluted. 


«There is no resting plaice to 
be found on this side of time. It is 
i the doctrine of the Bible, and all 
experience loudly proclaims it. 
I do not ask you to listen to the 
complaints of the poor, or the 
murmurs of the disappointed. 
Take your lesson from the veriest 
favourite of fortune. See him 
placedin a prouder eminence than 
he ever aspired after. See him 
| arrayed in brighter colours than 
4 ever dazzled his early imagina- 
tion. See him surrounded with 
all the homage that fame and flat- 
tery can bestow—and afer you 
have suffered this parading exte- 
rior to practice its deceitfulness 
upcn you, enter into its soli- 
tude—mark his busy, restless, 
dissatisfied eye, as it wanders un- 
certain on every object—enter in- 
to his mind, and tell me if repose 
or enjoyment be there; see him 
the poor victim of chagrin and 
disquietude—mark his heart as it 
nauseates the splendor which en- 
compasses him—and tell me, if 
you have not learned, in the tru- 
est and most affecting characters, 
that even in the full tide of a tri- 
q umphant ambition, ‘man labours 
g for the meat that perisheth and 
; for the tood which satisfieth not.’ 
: ‘What meaneth this restless. 
7 ness of our nature ! What meanr- 
eth this unceasing activity which 
longs for exercise and employ- 
ment, even after every object is 
gained, which first roused it to 
enterpiise ? What mean those un- 
measurable longings, which no 
gratification can extinguish, and 
which still continue to agitate the 
wart of man, even in the fulness 
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of plenty and of enjoyment. If 
they mean any thing at ail, they 
mean that all which this world 
can Offer, ts not enongh to hil up 
his capacity tor happiness—that 
time is #00 small for him, and he 
is born for something beyond 
it—that the scene of his earthly 
existence is too limited, and he is 
formed to expatiaie in a wider 
and a grander theatre—that a 
nobler destiny is reserved for 
him—and that to accomplish the 
purpose of his being, he must 
soar above the littleness of the 
world and aim at a loftier prize. 
‘‘ It forms the peculiar honor 
and excellence of religion, that it 
accommodates to this pronerty ef 
our rature—that it holds out a 
prize suited to our high call- 
ing—that there is a grandeur in 
its objects, which can fill and sur- 
pass the imagination—that it 
dignifies the present scene by 
connecting it with eternity—that 
it reveals to the eye of faith. the 
glories of an unperishable world 
—and how, from the high emi- 
nence of heaven, a cloud of wit- 
nesses are looking down upon 
earth, not as a scene for the pet- 
ty anxieties of time, but as a 
splendid theatre for the ambition 
of immortal spirits.” —Chalmers. 
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For the Christian Hera!d. 


“ Not fashioning yourselves, after 
your former lusts in your ignos 
rance.”’— Paul. 

FROM a discussion of this 
subject, we think, no real chris- 
tian would revolt, but if any be 
otherwise minded, they are re- 
ferred to the law and the testimo- 
ny. It would be as needless (6 
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tell a real christian that if he 
would live in the enjoyment of 
religion, he must not conform 
himself to this present evil world 
in its variegated windings, nor 
follow its tributary streams to 
the great ocean of worldly wis- 
dom, as to tell a man, that if he 
would be a sober man he must 
avoid the inebriating cup—It is 
a self evident fact. 

But many are ready to say, 
s¢ we may as well be out of the 
world as out of the fashion.”— 
If they mean ky this, the fashion 
of eating and drinking, being 
comfoitably clothed, and ap- 
pearing with decency and pro- 
priety, so be it; butif they mean 
that we should follow every dint 
of fancy, be it ever so extrava- 
gant and cost it ever so much, 
if they mean that we should swal- 
low every alluring bait that the 
tempter puts inour way to draw 
the mind into the labyrinth of 
pride and worldly mindeduvess 
and worldly conformity, then we 
should ponder well the subject, 
before we subscribe to a doctrine 
so destructive of our peace and 
so baleful to our best interests. — 
The apostle has enjoined that we 
should flee those lusts that war 
against the soul. 

Again, it is said, “ we should 
have some pride for propriety’s 
sake.” This is like calling upon 
an enemy to send us assistance 
in repairing our fortifications a- 
gainst him. The assistarice he 
would send would be such as 
would be well qualified to spy 
out our operations, which would 
sender him every advantage over 
wg in our premeditated attacks. 
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So we harbour some pride, which 
seems for the moment to render 
assistance ; but when we raise a 
siege against the foes of Zions’ 
peace, we find too late rhat we 
have harboured an enemy, and 
one so powerful as to counteract 
all our operations, and like the 
hosts of Israel, when Achan and 
the wedge of Gold was in the 
camp, we have to flee before our 
enemies. 

What course then shall we 
pursue, amidst the passing scenes 
of life ? for here our lot is placed, 
and here we dwell with friendly 
acquaintance and mutual associ- 
ations. 

If the law of Christ is silent in 
this respeet, then let us live as we 
list, and do as we please, but it 
that is replete with instruction, 
then is our course marked ont. 

In the farmer course of our 
ignorance we were. hateful and 
hating one another. The law of 
Christ enjoins that we should 
love our enemies. ' 

In our former ignorance, the 
world was our pattern, and its 
joys our highest. anticipations ; 
notwithstanding the Saviour has 
expressly said, “love not the 
world neither the things of the 
world.” But now heaven is our 
pattern, and the joys of heavenly 
things our highest anticipations ¢ 
and while the world conforms 

to modes and forms, 

And meats and drinks and dress, 
we would not wish 
T° crucify the Lord again, 

And pierce his wounds afresh. 

‘That simplicity is justifiable, 
in our daily wants and appeare 
ance, which is consistent with 
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comfort and scriptural propriety ; 
more than these will tead direct- 
ly or indirectly, to our temporal 
and spiritual disadvantage. 


SYLVANUS. 
—o27co— 
e 
EXTRACT. ; 


Propricties in every case, not to be 
slucdied, 


MY neighbour had a son whom 
he tenderly loved, and of whom 
he had conceived the fondest 
hopes. But, in the dangerous 
season of youth, sinners entice 
him, pleasure aliures him, his fa- 
ther’s counsels and reptouts of- 
fend hiun—impatient of restraint, 
he leaves his father’s house, with 
a resolution to return no more.— 
In this distressful moment I found 
the fond parent, under a solitary 
tree, sorrowful and disconsolate 
above measure. He tells mesthe 
cause of his grief, and I offer my 
endeavor to bring baek his son. 
He bids me go, and God be with 
me. But in order to accom- 
plish the desire of his heart, what 
further dircetions do you think 
he gave me? 
a care that you arrange your ar- 
guments properly, and that you 
speak to my son in mood and fig- 
ure; for I taught him logie !— 
Have a care also that you put 
your words in the best order, and 
that you tarn your periods artifi- 
cially and nicely ; for I taught 
my son rhetoric ; and take eure, 
especially, that you aes mae 
aright, and commit no slip in 
grammar, lest you offend his-ear; 
for I have made him a gramma- 
rian! No: instead of speaking 
ta this unnatural mauner, he on- 
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ly cries go, go, and bring back 
my child’; ; set your heart and soul, 
1 beseech you, on this important 
business, as you wish to please 
me. Even so my brethren, let us 
preach the gospel, and execute 
the commission upon which-our 
Master sends us. 

‘Yhus, my brehien, let us be in 
earnest, and our hearers cannot 
be unconcerned. Let us never 
consider a sermon as a task, and 
they will never censider it asa 
burden. Let us speak with zeal, 

and they will. listen with atten 

tion. And, surely, it any thing 
in the world deserves earnestness 
and zeal, itis this. What! are 
heaven and hell just at hand? 
and are they such. glorious and- 
dreadiul realities as they are rep- 
resented in the gospel? Are sin- 
ners despising the one, and sleep- 
ing on the brink of the. other? 
And are we sent by God to awak- 
en them, and ds it were, to come 
pel them to flee from wrath and 
be saved? And shall not so im- 
portant a charge engross all our 
attention? why do we not hasten, 
why do we not flee, to pluck sin-. 
ners as brands from the everlast- 
ing burnings? Why do we not 
ptay more fervently ; why do we 
not preach more zealously ; why 
do we not lay out our whole life, 
and soul, and strength, in this 
great, work in whieh we are ene 
gaged? What! is the salvation 
of immortal souls, for whom 
Christ died, worthy of no great- 
er pains? Is the honor and ine 
terest of our glorious Master wor- 
thy of no greater exertion '— 
Shall the men of the world be 
more industraous ia pursu&m of 
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gains and pleasures, than we in 
seeking the glory of Christ, and 
the salvation of the souls of our 

people?) God-forbid! we are on 
matters of iife and death, of eter- 
nal life and eternal death. We 
pray, we preach, we labor for eer- 
ily, Surely then, it becomes us 
to do this with all our might, and 
not to trifle with precious souls, 
which are just on the confines of 
deaih, and on the threshold of an 
eternal world. 


oo ag 


A REMARKABLE FACT. 


Showing both the grace and pro- 
tection of God ; related by Mr. Juhn 
Fletcher. 


One Sunday,I went up into the 
pulpit, intending to preach a ser- 
mon, which | had prepared for 
that purpose; but my mind was 
so confused, that I could not re- 
collect either my text, or any 
part of my sermon. I was afraid 
{ should be obliged to come down 
without saying any thing. But 


having recollected myself a lit. 
tle, 1 thought I would say some-. 
_on the 3d chapter of Daniel, . 


containing the account of the 
three young men cast. into the 
fiery furnace. 1 found, in doing 
it, such an extraordinary assis- 
tance from Ged, and sucha pe. 
euliar enlargement of heart that 
I supposed there must be some 
special cause for it; I therefore 
desired, if any. of the congregas 
tion found any thing particular, 
they would acquaint me with it 
in the ensuicg week. 

In consequence of this, the 
Wednesday atier, a woman came 


and gave nie tlie following ae. 
count: ‘1 have been for some 
time much concerned about my 
suul.. I have attended the church 
at all opportunities, and have 
spent mtuch time m private pray. 
er. At this, my husband, who 
ig a buteher, has been exceeding. 
ly enraged, and threatened me 
severely what he would do, if I 
did not leave off going to Jolin 
Fietcher’s church, yea, if L dared 
to go to any 1eFgious mettig 
whatever. When I. told him { 
cculd not in conscience tetrain 
trom going at. least to out parish 
church, he grew quite outrage. 
ous, and swore dreadfully, that 
if 1 went any more, he would 
cut my throat as soon as | came 
home, This made me.cry might- 
ily to God, that he would sup.. 
port.me in the trying hour : and, 
though I did not feel any great 
degree of comfort, yet, having a 
suie confidence in God, I deter. 
mined to go on in my duty, and 
leave the rest to Him. Last Sune. 
day, after many struggles with. 
the devil and my own heart, ! 
came down stairs, ready for 
church.. My husband asked me 
whether: I was resolved to go 
thither? I+told him I was.—- 
‘Well then,’ said he, *I- shall. 
not, as I intended, cut your 
throat, but will heat the oven, 
and throw you into it the moment 
you come home, Notwithstand- 
ing this threatening which he en- 
forced with many bitter oaths, ! 
went to church, praying ail the 
way that God would strengthen 
me to suffer whatever might be- 
fal me. While you were speak- 
ing of the three persons whom 
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Nebuchadnezzar cast into the 
Luining fiery furnace, I found it 
ail belonged to me, and God ap- 
plied every word of it to my 
heart. And when the sermon 
was ended, I thought if I had a 
thousand lives, 1 comld lay them 
all down for God. I felt my 
whole soul so filled with the love 


of Chuist, tat I dbastered home, 


fully determined to give myself 
to whatever God pleased : noths 
ing doubting but that eituer he 
would take. me to heaven, if.he 
suffered me to be burnt to death, 
or that he would somehow deliv. 
er me, even as he did his three 
servants who trasted in him.— 
When | had got almost to my 


own door, I-saw the flames issue- 


ing out of the mouth.of the ov- 
en; and I expected nothing-else. 
bat that I should be thrown into 
it immediately. I felt my heart 
rejoice, that if it were so, the will 
of the Lord. would be, done, I 
opened the door, and, to my ut- 
ter astonishment, saw my huse 
band upon his knees, wrestlin 
with God in prayer, for the for- 
giveness.of his sins. He caught 
me in his arms, earnestly begged 
my pardon, and has continued 
diligently seeking the Lord ever 
since.” 

I now know, (adds Mr. Fletch 
er,) why my sermon was taken 
irom me, namely,that God might 
ihus magnify his mercy. 

—_—p-—~ 


“The fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God.”’ 

“Tere are plain proofs that 
there is a God, if we had no rev. 
elation. The immensity and 


glory of the sun ; the amazing 
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multiplicity and the vast dimen- 
signs of the stars; the noble size 


of the mountains on the earth ;. 


the boundless extent. and the 
bottomless depth of the ocean ; 
aad the curious growth of vege- 
tation, conspires to testify that 
there exists some omnipotent ma. 


ker-of these things., Besides this, | 


the admirable. harmony and the 
astonishing rapidity of the heav- 
enly bodies; the hanging of the 
earth, sun, moon and stars upon 


nothing ; the regularity of the. 
seasons; and the change of weathe. 


er, would lead us to believe that 
there is « God, if we had “never 
been informed who made the 
world. ‘The life and motion of 
animated things; the different 
curiosities in our bodies; the 
mind by which we think ;. and 


the heart by which we feel, nat. . 


rally. lead us to think. there is 
some supreme author. It is. 
quite absurd to suppose that the 
world came by chance, and was 
not made by one hand, nor is it 
proper to think that it was formed 
by a multitude ofhands. These 
proofs that there is. a God, are 
indisputable, and frustrate the 
arguments of an atheist.” 


-—— D+ 


Early Pérsecutions in. America. 
The first Baptist Church of A- 


merica was founded at Provis. 


dence in 1639. Their senti- 
ments spreading into Massachu- 
setts, in 1651, the general court 


passed a law against them, ine. 


flicting banishment for persist. 
ing in the promulgation of their 
doctrines. In 1658, Quakers 
making their appearance in Mass. 
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sachiusetts, the legislature of that 
colony passed several laws a- 
gainst them No master of a 
vessel was allowed to bring any 
one of tliis sect into its jurisdic. 
tion on penalty of one hundred 
pounds. Other still severer pen- 
alties were inflicted upon them 
in 1657, such as cutting their 
ears, and boring their tongue 
with a hot iron. They were at 
length banished on pain of death, 
and four refusing to go were exe- 
cuted in 1659. 
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A Spiritual Mind. —There are 
various characteristics Of & spirit. 
ual mind. Se/f loathing is a char- 
acteristic of such a mind. It 
maintains, too, a walk and con- 
verse with God. Enoch walked 
with God.—A spiritual mind re. 
fers tts affairs to God! “ Let 
God,s will be obeyed by me in 
this affair. His way may differ 
from that which I should choose: 
but, let it be so!—Surely, I have 
behaved and quieted myself asa 
child that is weaned of his moth. 
er: my soulis even as a weaned 
child."—A spiritual mind enjoys 
at times, the influx of a holy joy 
and satisfaction, which surprises 
even itself, When bereaved of 
creature comforts, it can find 
stich a repose in Christ and his 
promises, that the man can say, 
“Well! it is enough: let God 
take from me what else he pleas- 
es.”——A spiritual mind is a more 
tifed mimd, which must rise on 
the wings of faith, and hope, and 
love. It is an imgenuqus mind ;‘a 


sublime miad, &e. 


Tsraid. VOLe ss 
I would urge young persons; 
when they are staggered by the 
conversation of people of the 
world, to dwell on the character. 
istics of a spiritual mind. “If 
you cannot answer their argu- 
ments, yet mark wlrat a contra. 
ry spirit that is, which you are 
called to cuitivate.”—Cecie, 
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ANECDOTE, 


A Gopiy minister of the goss 
pel occasionally visitmg a gay 
person, was introduced to aroom 
near to that wherein she dressed. 
After waiiing some hours the la- 
dy came in aad found him in 
tears. She inquired the reason 
of his weeping. He replied, 
« Madam, I weep on reflecting 
that you can spend sO mary 
hours before your glass, and in 
adorning your person, while I 
spend so few hours before my 
God in adorning my soul.”— 
The rebuke struck her conscience. 
She lived and died a monument 
of grace, 
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HOW TO DSTROY ENEMIES. 


Some courtiers reproached the 
Emperor Sigismund, that instead 
of destroying his conquered foes 
he admitted them to favor, “ Do 
I not,” replied this illustrious 
monarch, “effectuaily destroy my 
enemies, when I make them my 
friends ?” 
ee eared 
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Beware Of self-indulgence, no 
business can possibly thrive ut 


der the shade of its influences. 
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- ORDINATIONS, &c. 





man named in my last epistle to you 
i : has-since been baptized; on the eighth 
AGREABLY to previous appoint- inst? His youngest daughter followed 
ment, the Elders and brethren met at the humble Jesus in the same ordi- 
Allenstown, at brother Rowell’s; 01 yance, apparently ‘+ choosing rather to 
Tuesday the 29th of June, and pro- suffer afflictions with the people of 
ceeded as follows viz. . .«God than to enjoy the pleasures of 
1. Chose brother Peter Young Chief ‘sin fora season; having a respect unto 
Speaker. #0) . the recompence of reward.” 
2. Chose brether William Blaisdell, Wehave received application for 
Scribe. the membership of. different persons, 
3. Agreed, after much conversation living at the distance of from one to 
and consultation, to set'apart brother thirty, and even forty miles. The 
Solomon Young, tothe work whefe- brethren in general are well engaged, 
unto God had called him. and all stand like soldiers to their 
Then repaired to the Meeting-house, arins, having in view both death and 
where a large concourse of pedple victory, over the same. In Kinder- 
were assembled. After singing, the hook, the brethren are steady to their 
introductory prayer was offered by purpose, and I think on their march ; 
brother W. Blaisdell; : then am ap- haying gained. some considerable con- 
propriate discourse Was delivered on fidence, courage and strength, and 
the occasion by brother William De- jjkewise {n numbers. The _ little 
merit, ‘from Daniel xii. 3.After which, (Church in Canaan for some months 
brother P. Young made some remar ks past have had head winds and the 
on the ancient mode of ordination, tide of opposition to oppose her ; 
and “then the ordination was per. yet with but little loss or slacking of 
formed by the following Elders, viz. hands, she rises above the waves 
Peter Young, William Demerit and and mhintalie'’ Yank and station 
WilliamBlaisdell. The season was sol- arjong the rest of her sister churches, 


Ordination at Allenstown. 


-emn and interesting, and we felt as who for years have been engaged in 


though the great shepherd and Bishop the dragon war. They heve.had 
of souls was with us by his spirit. some few combats, and many very 
» glorious seasons and some considera- 

em ble addition of numbers. Prejudice 

thattyrant which enslaves so many 

For the Christian Herald. thousands ofthe haman race is about 


Extract of a letter from Elder Edward to receive the second fall. 


, Bas A general meeting was aitended on 
sitet 7 ot if one Feather, Aoled fue the roth and 20th of June last with 
5 “y ~s. 


some inconvenience on account of the 
Dear Brother,—Brwrevine fhe rain, yet we trust with a blessinz 
path of duty to be a path of safety,-a from the Lerd who se’.t us in the pow- 
sense of which at present holds the er of the spirit, Jesse and Asa, who 
reins by permission in-lieu of com- preached as servants of Jesus, and 
mandment. I would again state that workmen that need not to be asham- 
God reigneth, and is still favouring ed. After Elder Allen had preached 
ion in ‘this saetion of his mcral vine- in the A. M. on the second day of the 
yard. Since my last letter we have meeting to the comfort,instruction and 
had some additions to the little vines edification, and I think to the satis- 
planted in this region, and are still faction of all present, from Col. 1, 22, 
looking for them to. bud and blos- we proceeded to e3t apart brother 
som as the rose ; ; and hope ere longto «@mos Starks, to the work whereunto 
reap @ plentiful harvest. The aged we think “he was called by Pasting, 
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prayer and laying on of hands. ‘T'bis 
was a refreshing glorious meeting. | 
have since visited L enox, Me. mand 
Peterborough, N. Y. in both of which 
places, there are doors open, anda 
great anxiety to hear the word. 
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PORTSMOUTH SEPT. 23, 1824. 








Elders J. Badger, and S. Clough, 
have visited the city of New-York, 
since the U.S, General Conference. 
They were cordially received, and 
Meeting-houses of different denomin- 
attous, were open for their reception. 
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ELDER J. BADGER. 


AS the N. Y. Western Conference, 
have appointed Elder Joseph Badger, 
ad an Evrangelest, to travel and visit 
the southern States, it is ardently de- 
sited that his way may be prospered, 
by such aid from the brethren and 
churches whom he may visit, as the 
exigencies of such an undertaking 
may require, 
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NEW HYMN BOOR, 


AT fhe last U. 8. Gen. Conference, 
it was agreed that the Editor of the 
Christian Herald,should turnish a new 
HYMN BOOK, for the use of the 
Christian Society. 

ook 
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* Render unto Cesar the things 


thal are Cesars, and unto God the 
thins that a.~ Gods.” 


Than Gratitude, perhaps nothing 
more elevates the character of man 
and sheds a genial ray of excellence 
and worth in his path throu: gh this 
transitory life; when this delightful 
plant of renown, is root: d from the 
breast, there is a nursery for those 
noxious weeds which shed a pisonous 
edour, and are prolitik in dealing 
disease and death to ail around 


The present isa tine when a na- 
tion’s energies are aroused to pay a 
debt of evatitude which has been ac- 
cumulating for many years, and of 
which every one s€eims aaxious to con- 
tribute their quota. 

A Washingion, and a La Fayette, 
commands a nation’s love and a na- 
tion’s gratitude. “They fought, they 
endured fatigue and hardships to 
break an iron chain, which bound ow’ 


' country in tyranny ‘and oppression— 


they made the final effurt—the yoke 
was broken—a countgy is free; Now 
the Nation’s Guest, is crowned with 
laurels, aud all are awake to bid him 
welcome. A recurrence to his con- 
flicts, to his wounds, and to his exer- 
tions for our Independence, opens the 
heart of our country, and he is receiy- 
ed with the highest expressions of 
rapture and applause, asour country’s 
deliverer and friend. 

While our: country’s . benefactor, 
who has * fought our battles, and sus- 
tained our cause,”’ is received with 
such shouts. of rapture, let not the 
christian be again branded with en- 
thusiasm, as having a zeal without 
knowledge, when he receives with 
joy and thanksgiving, Him who has 
done more for us, than to fight a thou- 
sand battles—and die a thousand tem- 
poral deaths. lie has fought with 
death! He has conquored the grave! 

Let not those that withold not the 
meed of praise from an earthly deliv- 
erer, offer a cold, and formal, and lile- 
less devotion to Him who fought with 
death, and died, but conquored—who 
laid in the grave, but rose and tri- 
umphed, and is now, not a nation’s 
only, but a world’s deliverer. Hath 
he not said * Render unto Cesar the 
things that are Cesar’s, and unto God 
the things that are God's.” 
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TO OUR PATRONS. 


WE hope our patrons will excuse 
the delay of this number of the HER- 
ALD; the absence of the Editor, ™ 
attending the Gen. Conference i 
New- York and other unavoidable oc- 
curgences, have occasioned the delay. 
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For the Christian Herald. 


ON TAKING LEAVE OF AN ESTEEM- 
ED PASTOR. 


Dear Sir.—THE. only apology I 
can make for offering you this little 

ece, is, that I want to say “ good- 
bye” to you again before you leave 
eee Ns you well know that 
for several years, | have highly es- 
ieemed you as a neighbour, a friend 
and a religious instructor. S. 


{REWELL ! my friend—farewell 
awhile— 
Since duty bids thee ~o ; 
May God reward thy faithful toil, 
And all his love bestow. 


White far from these blest seats you 
rove, 
On other ground abroad— 
‘here, to proclaim a Saviour’s love, 
‘And win lost souls to God. 


}ull oft for thee, the ardent prayer 
Krom many hearts shall rise ; 
Nor can it all be lost in air, 
Dut reach above the skies. 


Thy voice again | may not hear, 
Till days and months are fled— 
Ah! who can tell but e’er one year, 

We may be with the dead? 
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Ther once agair, Farewe!l tothec— 
While far awuy you roam 

Yet, wilt ‘thous m ti .-s pray ior me, 
When thou reaasemberest hon 
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From ihe Cliistian Secretary.. 


There's Beauty ix Religion. 


HER form of virtue moves by grace 
Veflected rays from God's own face 
Aroand her beam—Her brow we tind, 
With Jore,and Aope, and joyvent win'ds 
She brings all comeliness té6 mind— 
There's beauty in religion. 
There's quiet in Religion. 

The throbbings of the wretched heam, 
Disturb’d by sin’s corroding smart, 
She moves her lenient hand to ealm ; 
Of faith, applies a healing balm, 

And rests us on a Saviour’s arm, 
There’s quiet 1m religion. : 


There’s goodness in Religion. 


She treads the way where goodne>s 
lies, 

Directs us to its home—the skies, 

And then, she clears our mental sight 

Of doubts that dim its heavenly light, 

And shows us day divinely bright— 

There’s goodness in “eligion. 





THY FORCE @F TRUTH. 

e. Hk following extract from Sew- 

s Journal, of April, 1740, found in 

the life of George Whitefield, shows 

at once, the force of truth, and that 

the wicked are sometimes taken in 
their own craftiness. 

** Hleard ofa drinking club that had 

a negro boy attending ‘them, who us- 

ed tomimick people for their divereion. 

‘The gentlemen bid him mimick Mr. 

W hitefield, which he was very unwil- 

ling to do; but they insisting upon it— 

he stood up and said, ‘* J speul the 

‘ruth in Ohrist Itie not ; unless you 

tepent, you willall be damned. This 
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unexpected speeeh broke up the clyp, 
whieh has pever metisince. 





INTERNAL EVIDENCE, 


Aman of subtle reasoxing ask’d 
A peasant tt he knew 

Where was the internal eviuslesce 
That prov’d the Bible true. 


The terms of disputative art 
Had never reach’d his ear— 

He laid his hand upon his heart, 
And only answered; * BERT.” 
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¥- “What think ye of Christ?” is the test, 
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You cannot be right in the rest, 
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To ni both your state and your scheme, 
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Unless you think rightly of him 
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As Jesus appears in your view, 
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As he is beloved or not ; 
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So God is disposed to you, 
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And mercy or wrath your lot.> if 
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